CONTINUOUS POLICE CHECKS

1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951

From the 1890s, European Roma and Sinti increasingly faced police attention and
checks. Authorities introduced regulations affecting their daily lives and work. There
were penalties for Roma and Sinti who worked without a permit, while “vagrancy”
and “begging” were made punishable offences.
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Did you know

... that, for many police officers,
dealing with “Gypsies” offered
attractive career prospects,

as they could use modern
techniques like photography
and fingerprinting and work
with colleagues from other
countries?

Foryou todo

Describe the impression
created in the photo.

Find out whether begging

is allowed orillegal in your
community and your country.
Discuss the reasons given for
making begging illegal and
imposing penalties.

The photo

Police checking a man’s
identification papers during a
raid on the Roma settlement
in Allhau in the province of
Burgenland in the interwar
period. Burgenland Regional
Archives, Eisenstadt, Austria.



